Continuing a search for carotenoid plants, we have investigated the epigeal part of Orobancheowerinii G. Beck (family Orobanchacea~) [i] growing in the broad-leaved forests of Kavkaszkie Mineral'nye Vody and parsitizing the hypogeal organs of Fram~nus. The raw material was collected in the floweringperiod in July, 1983.
material was collected in the floweringperiod in July, 1983.
The carotenoids were extracted from the freshly collected raw material (2.5 g) with nhexane and petroleum ether [2] , the solvents were driven off at room temperature, and the residue was chromatographed in a thin unfixed layer of MgO in the solvent system petroleum ether--benzene--acetone (16:3:1) [3, 4] , and also in an unfixed layer of alumina (activity grade II) in the diethyl ether--hexane (1:3) system (system 2). As a result, not less t h a n seven carotenoids were detected. For the preparative separation of the carotenoids we used an unfixed layer of alumina in system 2. The individual zones were scraped off and the carotenoids were eluted with ethanol. The eluates were used for chromatography with markers and for UV spectroscopy. The investigation of the broomrape carotenoids is continuing.
